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Background

Finnish cancer burden 

increasing

Growth particulary in elderly

New cancer cases

+ 20%

2022 2035

+ 35%

38 000 45 000

Diagnosed individuals

356 000 480 000
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Background
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2,5Finnish cancer costs 

increasing rapidly
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Need to target the 

right treatment to the 

right patient at the 

right time
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Currently exist in 

Finland regarding 
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Background

Parliament

December 2023

Ministry of Social Affairs and Health

Steering Group

Secretariat

9 Working Groups

>200 participants

National Expert 

Network

2024

Public 

Consultation

2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Strategy published

November 2025

Forming the 

first Finnish 

Cancer Strategy
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Strategic goals

1. Strengthen (patient and public) involvement 

and develop people-centered services

2. Reduce the burden of cancer through 

prevention and early detection

3. Ensure equitable and effective cancer care

4. At the cutting edge in a dynamic environment
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Socioeconomic factors
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Children and adolescents

Rare cancers and cancer susceptibility syndromes

Aged patients

Poor-prognosis cancers

Regional disparity

Areas for improving equity



Subaims

4.1 National health data resources and advanced analytics support cancer research and the utilisation of data.

4.2 Strengthened clinical research is an integral part of every cancer patient's care.

4.3 Finland is a pioneer in the development of precision medicine. 

4.4 Reducing the burden of cancer by developing multidisciplinary research.

4.5 The evaluation and introduction of new cancer drugs is effective, prompt, and consistent regardless of the evaluation body.

2.1 Cancer risk factors are reduced and protective factors are strengthened through socio-political means. 

2.2 Cancer is efficiently prevented in all wellbeing services counties and local municipal services. 

2.3 European recommendations and national structures form the basis for planning and implementation of effective cancer screening programmes. 

2.4 Legislation and registry data enable high-quality, cost-effective and risk-based screening. 

2.5 Cancers are detected early throughout the healthcare system.

1.1 Customers, patients and their loved ones participate in the development of cancer prevention, treatment and the development of services. 

1.2 A respectful, humane and individual encounter supports patients to actively participate in their own care. 

1.3 Clear accessible health communication and support for health literacy promote cancer prevention, early detection and effectiveness of care.

3.1 National treatment recommendations and treatment chains guide equal, timely and effective care.

3.2 The national cancer care quality register, systematic outcome review and peer review support the development of effective care.

3.3 Rehabilitation, psychosocial support, health social work and palliative care form an established part of the care chain and are equally accessible.

3.4 Functional capacity assessment guides the diagnostics and treatment of elderly cancer patients.

3.5 Sufficient and competent personnel ensure effective and people-oriented cancer care.
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1. Strengthen (patient and public) involvement 
and develop people-centered services

Customers, patients, and their loved ones 

participate in cancer prevention, treatment, 

and the development of services.

Sivut 14-20Selected highlights

Aim

Measures of success

Experience of treatment (Net 

Promoter Score, NPS), quality 

of life and well-being (PROM) 

are measured and reported 

systematically

Client, patient and 

research committees 

established in all areas

NPS 

>80

in units treating 

cancer patients



2. Reduce the burden of cancer through 
prevention and early detection

Sivut 21-31

Cancers are detected early throughout 

the healthcare system
Cancer is efficiently prevented in all 

wellbeing services counties and local 

municipal services. 

Selected highlights

Aim

Measure of success

Decrease by 

1000 / yr

of preventable cancers

Aim

Measures of success

70%  

detected 

early
in stages I-II



3. Ensure equitable and effective 
cancer care

Rehabilitation

Psychosocial 

support

Health Social Work

Palliative 

Care

Clinical 

Guidelines

Clinical 

Pathway

National 

Quality Registry

Sivut 32- 42Selected highlights

in  cancer mortality

10% 

decrease

Aim:
• The National Cancer Care Quality Registry monitors how clinical 

guidelines and care pathways are implemented and provides up-

to-date information on quality and effectiveness to support their 

development and guidance

• Identification of gaps and regional differences in cancer care and 

support targeted improvements

Measuring success:

• Hospitals receive up-to-date and comparable information on 

their performance in relation to the national level through 

national peer development and governance mechanisms

Patients get access to 

treatment within the 

nationally defined 

target timeframes

The five-year survival 

rates of poor-

prognosis cancers 

reach the Nordic level



4. At the cutting edge in a dynamic 
environment

Precision 

Medicine

Data

Clinical 

Trials

Sivut 43-53

Measuring success:

Aim:

• Finland is an internationally recognized forerunner  in health data and 

precision medicine attracting trials,. partners and international experts 

to research and RDI activities. 

> 10%

cancer patients in 

interventional trials

>70 %

Nationally integrated 

cancer clinical data by 2030

Medicines used in 

cancer treatment are 

evaluated in a single 

channel

Precision medicine 

program and national 

cancer research hub 

established

• All clinical and relevant research cancer data is recorded 

uniformly and effortlessly and available dynamically in a national 

data space and used for reliable prediction models and for 

developing care.

Selected highlights



Implementation 

Sivu 54-55

• Endorsement and commitment of all stakeholders

• Clear mandate for implementation

• Sufficient initial investment - estimate 5,5 € / person / year for 2026-2030 

• 0,1 % of annual health care costs

• 1,6 % of expected cancer costs 2026-2030

• Execution of strategy estimated to lead to savings of 305 M€ 

Required resourcing

required for cancer 

strategy

Cancer costs 

2026-30

5,53,713,15,4 4,6

2021 2023 2025 2025 2025

Cancer 

Strategy

Funding
€ / person / yr



Implementation 

2026-2027 2027-2030

Sivu 54-55

2025 2027 2029 2031 2033 20352023

Strategy

Road

map

RDI measures

Legislative 

measures 1

Social & healthcare measures

Legislative 

measures 2

• Initiated by forming a detailed roadmap by June 2026

• Measures expected to initiate at different stages

• Ongoing and new legislation critical for execution

• Early governmental RDI investment critical for research aims

• Next government program critical for social and healthcare measures 
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Looking forward to the 
Implementation of the National 

Cancer Strategy!

Together against cancer 
people-centered cancer prevention and care
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